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australiaNew York state's Nassau and Suffolk Counties are ranked fifth in the country for broadband speed, according to a report released
Monday by U.S. Broadband Atlas. Both counties ranked above Connecticut and New Jersey, and slightly below Westchester County, the

Upper East Side and Brooklyn. On a national scale, New York City neighborhoods generally rank above most of the rest of the country, but
below Manhattan and most of the other boroughs. The Broadband Atlas measured speed through connections with a maximum speed of 10
Mbps download and 1 Mbps upload in more than 25,000 locations across the U.S. The average speed in the Long Island counties in 2013

was 7.3 Mbps download and 0.4 Mbps upload, which is a 25 percent drop from 2012. New York City's average speed was 3.5 Mbps, which
was slightly below the average in the rest of the country. Westchester County had the highest average speed of any area in the country, at
10.3 Mbps, followed by the Upper East Side, 9.9 Mbps. Brooklyn ranked eighth with 9.5 Mbps, followed by Manhattan, with 9.4 Mbps.

"The sheer volume of new high-speed connections in New York State, and the growth rates, make Long Island an example of a place where
we should have expected faster speeds," said Mary Ann Davidson, a member of the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program, a

coalition of Internet service providers and technology companies that is leading the effort to bring broadband to all U.S. residents. "These
counties are a part of the nation's new wave of fast-growing markets that are connecting to the nation's networks," Davidson said. Davidson

pointed to several factors that can help explain the slower speeds in Nassau and Suffolk: The fiber-optic networks operated by telephone
companies and not Internet service providers. While telephone companies are making fiber-optic connections to homes, ISPs are still

investing in wireless and satellite services, which are slower. The patchwork of phone and cable companies in Nassau and Suffolk counties,
which are connected to the telephone companies' networks. Poor capacity planning, in which companies have allowed only a limited
number of connections to each residence. "Counties have a limited number of options for how to invest in broadband infrastructure,"

Davidson said. "New York has been at the forefront of deploying these networks, but while some people are still connecting to the last mile,
others are already using the first mile." State Sen. Brad Hoylman, D-Manhattan, said Nassau and Suffolk counties were at the forefront of

the nation's broadband push. "F
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