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.Pyongyang missile test scotched by F-16s An F-16 Fighting Falcon stealth jet intercepts a medium-range ballistic missile
launched by North Korea on July 4, 2013. U.S. Air Force photo. SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Two North Korean missiles

slammed into the Sea of Japan on Friday, the second time in less than a month that Pyongyang has sent projectiles into waters
near Japan, and the latest sign of the North's determination to aggressively pursue a nuclear weapons program that threatens the

United States, Japan and South Korea. It was the North's most provocative launch yet since U.N. sanctions over its nuclear
weapons and ballistic missile tests were imposed in 2009. It comes at a time of escalating tension, after days of tension in the

region following North Korea's sinking of a South Korean warship. The two missiles, which did not appear to cause any injuries
or damage, were launched from inside North Korea in the early hours of the morning and flew about 310 miles (500 kilometers)

toward Japan before landing in the Sea of Japan. One landed in the Sea of Japan about 17 minutes after launch, and the other
was fired at a higher altitude and reached Japan's exclusive economic zone about 6 minutes later, Yonhap News Agency and

Japan's Kyodo News reported. "North Korea must cease all such provocations and cannot hope to receive anything other than an
appropriate response," said Japanese Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera, adding that Japan would come up with its own

measures if the situation escalates. In Seoul, the South Korean military said it believed both launches were unsuccessful, the first
since October 2009. The twin launches are the latest in a series of launches that took place in defiance of United Nations

sanctions designed to pressure North Korea to abandon its nuclear program. North Korea has gone to great lengths to disguise its
launches, choosing times when ships from both coasts are either at port or at sea, and often firing the missiles at the direction of

the U.S. military aircraft monitoring the tests. U.S. and South Korean officials said the new launches were much more
provocative than the others, because they were aimed at cities that are populated areas, including Tokyo, on the southern island
of Okinawa. The launches also come amid growing tensions in the region after North Korea was widely blamed for torpedoing

the South Korean warship Cheonan in March 2010. U.S.
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